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 Resumen  

Introducción: Las tareas de grabación de vídeo se han adaptado 

para practicar las habilidades productivas orales en inglés. Este tipo 

de tareas ha permitido que los alumnos tengan más oportunidades 

de desarrollar sus habilidades orales mientras aprenden inglés. Las 

destrezas lingüísticas productivas, como la expresión oral, son tan 

importantes como las demás, ya que ayudan a comunicar ideas en 

diferentes contextos. Objetivo: Conocer el punto de vista de los 

estudiantes sobre el uso de tareas grabadas en vídeo como 

complemento de la práctica del idioma. Metodología: Este estudio 

se diseñó para Los estudiantes universitarios de los niveles A1 y 

A2 realizaron cinco tareas durante el periodo académico de octubre 

de 2021 a marzo de 2022. En este estudio participaron 74 personas. 

Al final del periodo académico, los estudiantes respondieron a un 

cuestionario cuyo objetivo era obtener información sobre su 

percepción de la creación de videos grabados en lugar de tareas 

escritas. Resultados: Los resultados de la encuesta demostraron 

que existe una actitud positiva hacia el uso de esta estrategia. 

Conclusiones: Los participantes concluyeron que las grabaciones 

de vídeo les ayudaban a practicar más la pronunciación y a mejorar 

su vocabulario.   
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 Abstract 

Introduction: Video recording tasks have been adapted to practice 

oral productive skills in English language. This type of assignments 

has allowed learners to have more opportunities to develop their 

speaking skills while they are learning English. Productive 

language skills like speaking are as important as the other skills 

since it helps to communicate ideas in different contexts. 

Objective: This study was designed to get students point of views 

about the use of video-recorded tasks as language practice 

complement. Methodology: College students from level A1 and A2 

complete five tasks during the academic period October 2021 – 

March 2022. There were 74 participants in this study. At the end of 

the academic period, the students responded a questionnaire which 

aimed to get information about in their perceptions of creating 

video-tasks instead of written assignments. Results: The results of 

the survey demonstrated that there is a positive attitude towards the 

use of this strategy. Conclusions: Participants concluded that video 
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recordings helped them to practice more pronunciation and 

improved their vocabulary.  

 

 

 

 

Introduction 

Speaking is an oral production skill which is develop during a language learning. Qureshi 

(2007) states that speaking is as important in communication as writing skills because 

without a speech the language production will just remain in a script. Communication and 

language are developed in a social context. It will depend on the situation, setting, culture 

and other factors that could affect the tone, vocabulary use and formality. However, 

training is necessary to produce a language with fluency and accuracy. Al-Jamal & Al-

Jamal (2014), also mention that part of human being life is communication which must 

be mastered through practice in context and a foreign or second language teaching must 

consider these important facts. Meaningful learning occurs when the learner is exposed 

to real situations and contextualized. The researchers conducted some research to 

understand how students face problems with speaking skills in a foreign language context 

(EFL) and the results indicated that students did not feel uncomfortable with their 

communicative competences. There were distinct reasons, but the main reasons were the 

class size, L1 use and lack of speaking practice and motivation. In other words, speaking 

skills are essential, but the misunderstanding or misuse of the strategies cannot help 

students to develop their communicative skills. Furthermore, Hanifa (2018), considers 

the improvement of speaking skills is important in these days but communicative 

competence is difficult to develop in an EFL context for some reasons. For example, 

anxiety is one important issue to consider since the effects on students’ oral performance 

is evident.  

In addition, Rao (2019), concludes that communication is an essential part to be 

successful and the language is the tool which allows it. So, English as a universal language 

has been used to develop different tasks in different fields and situations. Although 

English speaking is apparently the most difficult skill to develop, today´s jobs 

opportunities are bigger when people dominate English and demonstrate its knowledge 

through discussions. It is known that candidates are measured according to their oral 

communication performance.  

Students are aware of their need to develop of speaking skills in order to establish 

communication, among others. Nazara (2011) concluded in a study that students 

understand the importance of developing speaking skills even though they found out 

different problems to reach the main goal. For instance, students stated that it is necessary 
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to have more time to practice it and surpass fears. The author suggests that it is essential 

to create a classroom environment where students feel confident to speak in English. Rao 

(2019) states that regular practice helps learners to deliver speeches, but confidence is 

also an important element to start speaking in English. On the other hand, teachers also 

consider the need to improve this skill in the language learning.  

Speaking has been considered as an important skill to be developed while learning a 

language. It is necessary to understand how this skill can be developed while learning a 

new language. According to Rao (2019), there are 3 kinds of speaking situations. First, 

an interactive speaking can be a conversation which can take place face to face or using 

technology such as a smartphone or a computer. While the partially interactive speaking 

is a lecture or a speech where there is an audience and probably there will be a short 

interaction at the end like asking or answering questions. Finally, the non-interactive 

speaking is when the speaker is limited to record his or her voice and send it, so the 

audience can hear it later. Generally, this type of speaking is done for podcasts which are 

trending in these days.  

The questions arise when language instructors try to find the most suitable strategies to 

help learners to produce the languages. Rao (2019) suggests using the latest techniques 

and forget those ones that are old-fashioned. In other words, games, fun activities, role 

plays, group tasks and storytelling can be introduced during instruction to get students 

involved in speaking tasks. However, there are other strategies such as video recording 

tasks where students can record themselves and send the final product, so they can receive 

the language instructor´s feedback. For instance, Wicaksono (2017), mentions that 

speaking ability can be developed through video recording. The researcher conducted a 

study with college students, and they considered that this strategy helped them to identify 

their deficiencies while speaking and their attitude towards the use of video recording 

was positive. This study was conducted under the action research spiral which consisted 

in four steps: plan, act, observe and reflect. Students concluded that this technique was 

useful since they did not have enough time to practice speaking in class while recording 

a video helped them to feel comfortable and did not feel embarrassed when making 

mistakes. Additionally, they confirmed that they could correct their own mistakes and 

helped them to improve their speaking skills.  

Putri & Rahmani (2019), also conducted a study to understand students’ perceptions in 

the use of video recordings to improve accuracy and fluency in oral language production. 

The study demonstrated that students increased their ability in speaking. Furthermore, 

students mentioned that it was significant and interesting because they trained their 

speaking skills. Suadi (2020) concluded that speaking video recording helped students to 

be motivated and interested. The study aimed to know students speaking improvement 

since they demonstrated some weakness with this skill. At the end of the study, the results 
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showed that students improved their speaking sill and they mentioned that their interest, 

curiosity, and motivation increased. Azkiya & Rahayu (2018) applied video recording 

tasks with a group of 85 junior high school students during 8 meetings and the video 

length was from 2 to 3 minutes. The results of this study demonstrated that improved their 

oral productive skills. The researchers suggest applying this strategy in different contexts 

and using other research methodology to get more undemanding of the impact of video-

recorded speaking tasks. 

Arroba & Acosta (2021), conclude in their study that using technology to promote 

speaking skills is new for some teachers and students. The study suggests that teachers 

should implement more strategies such as authentic digital storytelling, so students can 

record while they are listening to their voice, they can see themselves in the videos or 

images. The findings of this study determined that recording videos encouraged students 

to practice communicative skills. Furthermore, it is necessary to look for tools that are 

going to allow students to create their videos. For instance, Dzakiah et al. (2020) 

conducted a study in which it was demonstrated that students’ performance in terms of 

fluency and comprehension improved through the use of cell phone video recording. 

Students had to record videos speaking about past events and activities. Lestari (2019) 

states that video blog creation is effective to promote speaking skills because the study 

showed that students improved their vocabulary, accent, pronunciation, and culture 

knowledge.  

Another crucial point to consider is feedback process. A task assessment not only finishes 

with the revision of the task, but it is essential to provide correct feedback, so learners are 

aware of their learning process. According to García & Martinez (2018), providing 

students feedback has been beneficial because they understand their weaknesses and try 

to figure out other strategies to improve their oral productive skills. Muhsin (2016) also 

conducted some research about providing feedback to speaking tasks and the researcher 

concluded that students were eager to receive their teacher´s explicit correction. In other 

words, students find useful to have some correction about their speaking tasks. For that 

reason, using video-tasks requires more than sending as a single task. It requires planning, 

reviewing, and providing feedback to get the best results.  

Methodology 

The participants of this study were 42 students from level A2 and 32 students from level 

A1 who take English as a compulsory class offered to undergraduate learners in an 

Ecuadorian university located in the Amazon region. There are five faculties, and they 

are majoring in Environmental Engineering, Mining, Information Technology, 

Zoothenics and Accounting, but there is no difference in their English learning topics 

even they are not studying in the same faculty. With this background, students took 

English classes, and some assignments were video recordings. Students recorded five 
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videos about the different topics stated in the syllabus. The researchers used rubrics to 

grade the videos and a survey at the end of the academic period was applied. Students 

attended a four-period class each week where students had to develop the languages skills 

with different activities. For that reason, this study focused on promoting speaking tasks 

outside the class to encourage learners to have a free speaking practice since they were 

not observed. Self-video recording can reduce anxiety and students feel more confident 

(Nguyen, 2021; Zahida, 2021). Learners were assigned to complete task outside the class 

which consisted of video recordings about the topics developed in the class. 

Results 

The students answered a questionnaire to understand their views about video-recorded 

tasks to develop speaking skill. The results of the questionnaire provided some 

information which is relevant to be informed about the positive and negative aspects of 

this strategy based on students’ opinions. 74 students completed the survey at the end of 

the academic period and table 1 shows students’ preferences about creating video tasks.  

Table 1  

Students’ preference of video-task recording to practice speaking 

  

  Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent  

Valid Totally Agree 31 41,9 41,9 41,9  

Agree 31 41,9 41,9 83,8  

Neutral 11 14,9 14,9 98,6  

Disagree 1 1,4 1,4 100,0  

Total 74 100,0 100,0    

Based on the results, 41.9% students totally agree with the use of this strategy to practice 

speaking. Similarly, 41.9% learners agree to create videos as homework tasks. Only 1.4% 

of students believe that it is not ideal to create video-tasks. On the other hand, 56.8% 

participants consider that video-recorded tasks helped to have more opportunity to 

practice oral production skills. Neither of them believes that it did not help to practice 

speaking skills. See table 2.  

Table 2  

Video recording helps students to practice speaking 

  Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Totally Agree 42 56,8 56,8 56,8 

Agree 26 35,1 35,1 91,9 

Neutral 6 8,1 8,1 100,0 

Total 74 100,0 100,0   
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Furthermore, the survey analysis data shows that 62.2% participants have a positive 

perception that this strategy helps them to practice English outside the class. See table 3. 

While 20% students agree that it was a good opportunity to practice oral productive skills 

without the teacher guidance.  

Table 3  

Practice speaking outside the class 

 

  Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Totally Agree 46 62,2 62,2 62,2 

Agree 20 27,0 27,0 89,2 

Neutral 8 10,8 10,8 100,0 

Total 74 100,0 100,0   

According to the open-ended questions, some participants concluded that recording a 

video instead of doing writing tasks encouraged them to improve pronunciation and 

practice the target language. Moreover, students mentioned that they did not feel anxious 

while recording the video-tasks and they were able to feel more confident. On the other 

hand, students mentioned some drawbacks that language instructors need to keep in mind 

with this type of tasks. For instance, they consider that it is essential to know how to 

record videos since they had problems with video edition. Learners also mentioned that 

they had to repeat more than one time the recordings and it took time and effort.  

 

Conclusions 

 Video recording assignments are relevant for students because they get involved 

in oral production tasks that support their learning language process. The results 

of this study have determined that using other activities rather than only task 

competition help students to improve in diverse ways. For instance, students are 

more engaged in these tasks because they are practicing with real situation. Then 

students are not observed, and they feel more confident since do not worry about 

making mistakes. Furthermore, video-recorded tasks are essential in large classes 

since students do not have the opportunity to practice inside the class and this is a 

fantastic opportunity to speak and then receive the instructor feedback. For that 

reason, it is also recommended to provide the correct feedback when students 

produce their speech. Language teachers must help students to develop their 

speaking skills in a safe environment and motivate them to keep even outside their 

classes. This means that teachers must not limit their teaching practices inside the 

classroom, but they need to look for other strategies to help students to keep using 

the language in their daily basis. Finally, mastering speaking skill is vital for 

students who are learning English because it is a skill that requires effort and 
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practice. Video recording tasks can be used and adapted in English language 

teaching as a strategy to help students because the evidence shows that it works 

well for those students who do not feel sure about developing this skill inside the 

class.  
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